


POLITICAL AGENDAS

òHug-a-Thugóvs. òLawandOrderó



WHATõS AT STAKE

Cost of imprisonment3.5 billion per year

Cost to house one 

federal inmate

$108,244 per year



RATES OF IMPRISONMENT ðCANADAVS. U.S.

1970 2006

Canada 83/100,000 111/100,000

US 96/100,000 750/100,000





THE US EXPERIENCE

ÁBetween the mid-1970s and the mid-1980s, every 

American state but one enacted at least one new 

mandatory penalty law.

ÁTougher sentences were justified as needed to get 

òtough on crimeó and stop òcareer criminals.ó

ÁGovernor Schwarzenneger in 2003: ò[The three 

strikes law] should not be modified. It has proven 

to be an excellent deterrent to violent crime.ó



CALIFORNIA

ÇWith 170,000 inmates, California houses more 

inmates than France, Great Britain, Germany, 

Japan, Singapore and the Netherlands ð

combined.

ÇThe court has ordered the state to reduce its 

inmate population by 40,000 within 2 years.

ÇCalifornia spends 10.6 billion per year on prisons.

Ç11% of Californiaõs budget goes to prisons; 7.5% 

of Californiaõs budget goes to education.



Á On January 7, 2010, Governor Schwarzennegercalled 
for a constitutional amendment to prohibit the prison 
budget exceeding the budget for the public university 
system.

Á òWhat does it say about any state that focuses more on 
prison uniforms than on caps and gowns? It simply is not 
healthy.ó

 


